Routine serological examination of candidates for artisan employment with the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company in Abadan began in the autumn of 1949, and 1,725 reports were available by the spring of 1950. The men were all subjected to physical examination, and apart from occasional reports of an old genital scar none of them had any clinical evidence of syphilis at the time of the serological investigations. The candidates were not drawn from Abadan alone but from all parts of South Persia, with a leavening of migrants from the North.
Tests Employed The slide flocculation test described by Berger (1943) 
SEROLOGICAL INVESTIGATION OF PERSIAN ARTISANS Discussion
The complement-fixation test for syphilis is empirical and it is well known that positive reactions may sometimes occur in yaws, leprosy, typhoid fever, malaria, kala-azar, vaccinia, and other diseases, as well as in normal healthy persons. However, yaws and kala-azar are unknown in the area, only three or four cases of leprosy are seen annually on the island, and it is highly improbable that persons in the active phase of typhus or typhoid fever would present themselves for employment.
Malaria is a serious health problem in many places in Persia but Mackie and McCartney (1948) state:
In Malaria positive reactions (in the complementfixation test for syphilis) are sometimes present, though they are as a rule quantitatively weak . . .
As most of the positive findings in the present series were strong ones, it seems unlikely that malarial infection exercised more than a trivial influence on the results.
The normal individual with a positive reaction is a very rare phenomenon and it is felt that these figures can be taken as a rough guide to the probable incidence of latent syphilis in South Persia.
Summary
The results of the serological investigation of 432 boys between the ages of 14 and 17, and of 1,293 men over the age of 18 applying for employment at Abadan in South Persia, are reported.
Eleven (2-5 per cent.) of the boys, and 107 (8-3 per cent.) of the men gave positive or strong-positive complement-fixation reactions.
